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After months of tireless effort by our 
volunteer events committee, the lights 
went up at the entrance to the Embassy 
of Italy welcoming attendees to the 12th 
Annual CCSE Spring Benefit. The excite-
ment was palpable, the wine was at the 
ready and the students were confidently 
greeting guests.

In fact, during the cocktail hour some 
of our students were even willing to 
suggest which raffle baskets were their 
favorites, or point out auction items they 
were coveting! Old friends found each 
other, new friends were introduced and it 
was too quickly time to be seated for the 
start of the evening’s events. Gala chairs, 
Dr. Sheilah Lynch and Mr. Tom Hogan, 
graciously shared the stage with master 
of ceremonies Fr. Kevin Regan from Holy 
Family parish and with Monsignor John 
Enzler, who offered the invocation.

Everyone gets in on the bidding action at the Spring Benefit

2017 Spring Benefit: We’re All in This Together
by Anna Vitak

Carin Collins is named Honorary Board Member

“We are honored to participate in a 
meaningful way with an organization 
that is so close to our hearts,” Tom Hogan 
said in his remarks. He encouraged CCSE 
to “keep doing what you’re doing...... 
Each child should be able to reach their 
potential.”

Father Kevin pointed to “the strength 
that comes from being able to say we are 
one in the Body of Christ.” He reminded 
the crowd why the work of CCSE is so 
essential. “We are not whole if one of us 
is missing or excluded. Each of us is loved 
by God and has been placed on this 
earth with a gift to share and to give to 
the world…. They are one of us and we 
are one of them…”

Grateful for the personal gifts so many 
have shared to advance CCSE’s mission, it 
seemed the perfect time to recognize two  
            continued on p. 6 

CCSE Makes a Splash 
with its First Publication 

and OSV Grant
by Kathy Dempsey

Photo by Nick Stone

Rippling rings emanate outward from 
where a pebble skims the water and 
sinks. CCSE began life around a dining 
room table and has reverberated across 
schools, through families and into com-
munities throughout the greater Baltimore-
Washington area ever since.

But this mere pebble is making a splash! 
CCSE is excited to have just launched its 
first publication, Including Students with 
Developmental Disabilities in Catholic 
Schools: Guiding Principles for Adminis-
trators and Teachers, which provides a 
practical framework of best practices to 
develop successful educational opportuni-
ties for students with special needs. And in 
another huge splash, CCSE has received 
its first national grant from Our Sunday 
Visitor (OSV) Institute. This funding will 
allow CCSE to launch its “Believe in Me” 
Professional Development Program to 
expand upon the work of this publication 
through a series of professional develop-
ment workshops and videos to extend the 
reach of its inclusion message to all our 
Catholic schools.

President of Our Sunday Visitor Insti-
tute, Jason Shanks, said “OSV Institute 
both sees the need and the importance of 
inclusion of special needs children within 
our Catholic schools. Research shows that 
           continued on p. 5 

Ed Staros of The Ritz-Carlton, Naples with  
Dan and Sheila Slattery
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The President’s Message: A Year of Firsts
Dear Friends,

Year two into CCSE’s second decade, 
the landscape for inclusion in Catholic 
schools has changed. More Catholic 
schools than ever are enrolling students 
with developmental disabilities. Conver-
sations about Catholic school inclusion 
are occurring across the country and the 
dialogue has shifted from “if” it can be 
done to “how.”

Catholic universities are joining the dis-
course. Among those focusing on inclusive 
practices, we have built relationships with 
the University of Notre Dame’s Alliance 
for Catholic Education (ACE) Program for 
Inclusive Education (PIE), and the Greeley 
Center on Catholic Education at Loyola 
University in Chicago.

CCSE is working diligently to build up 
the community of supporters and ex-
pand the network. To that end, we met 
with Sister John Mary Fleming, Executive 
Director, Secretariat for Education at 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 
and with Tom Burnford, President of the 
National Catholic Educational Association 
(NCEA).

 2017 is a year of firsts. We are 
launching our first publication and we 
received our first national grant from 
Our Sunday Visitor Institute (see page 1) 
and we’re hosting our first Golf Tour-

nament (see page 7). And we remain 
true to our mission. This year we almost 
reached the $1,000,000 mark in total 
grants awarded since our inception. Yet, 
demand continues to far outweigh what 
we are able to provide in grants. 

We are proud of every school which 
has welcomed the face of God in even 
one of our students. Here, particularly, 
we congratulate The Academy of the 
Holy Cross on its Moreau Options Pro-
gram now in its 4th year and ready to 
graduate its first two students. Thanks to 
Katy Prebble’s leadership, it has become 
a model program, which is now close to 
capacity with 13 students. 

CCSE is ready to say “yes” to more 
schools seeking to serve children with 
special needs. Particularly, we urge 
local Catholic high schools to consider 
the burgeoning group of students with 
disabilities currently enrolled in parish 
schools. The best part is that CCSE is 
there to help with year-long capacity 
building, teacher coaching and profes-
sional development. 

Together, we can put an end, once 
and for all, to the painful experiences of 
families whose children with disabilities 
cannot go to school each morning with 
their siblings and peers. Please join me 
in making a difference in the lives of our 
children with disabilities as we work to-
wards promoting a shift in attitudes and 
providing hope, possibility and change. 

Wishing you many blessings as the 
Christmas season approaches.

Francesca Pellegrino
President and Founder

Alex, Frank and Francesca Pellegrino
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We Can Help 
Your School

“Believe in Me!” Grants
If your Catholic school is located in the 

Archdioceses of Baltimore or Washington 
and is considering expanding or creating 
a program to enroll two or more students 
with developmental/intellectual disabili-
ties who would benefit academically and 
spiritually from qualified special educa-
tion instruction, CCSE invites you to submit 
a proposal for a seed grant. Grants may 
be used to hire special education staff, 
purchase materials necessary to pro-
vide appropriate accommodations and 
modifications to the curriculum, and for 
professional development.

Teacher Tuition Grants
CCSE recognizes there is a chronic 

and pervasive shortage of special 
education teachers qualified to provide 
individualized special education instruc-
tion in the classroom. To help offset this 
shortage, CCSE has established the 
Teacher Tuition Assistance Grants for 
Advanced Degrees in Special Education 
to provide financial assistance to teach-
ers and other professionals.
• To learn more about “Believe in Me!” 

Grants or technical assistance see: 
www.ccse-maryland.org/schools.html 
and www.ccse-maryland.org/tuition.
html. 

• For more tuition grant information, 
contact CCSE at 301–933–8844 or 
grants@ccse-maryland.org.

Programming and Training
CCSE’s program assistance and train-

ing ensure that schools are equipped 
and staffed to meet the needs of stu-
dents with disabilities and that teachers 
are well prepared to serve all students 
in their classrooms. Services include:
• in-service training and topical work-

shops;
• individual teacher coaching and col-

laborative teaching strategies; 
• designing scheduling tailored to stu-

dents’ needs;
• defining the admissions process, re-

viewing IEPs and educational reports;
• establishing a peer mentoring pro-

gram;
• implementing appropriate modifica-

tions and accommodations;
• year-long capacity building assistance 

tailored to a school’s needs.

Photo by Patrick Ryan



Schools Making Strides with CCSE Grants by Kathy Dempsey
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CCSE congratulates this year’s grantee 
schools along with a teacher receiving 
a tuition assistance grant to pursue an 
advanced special education degree. This 
year, CCSE awarded $85,000 total to 
them.

Fernand Lavallee, Board Member and 
Chair of the Grants Committee, said 
“We were overwhelmed and moved by 
the professionalism, profound commit-
ment and deep love for every student 
that distinguished the manner in which 
each of the applicant schools strives to 
serve its community.

“This year, CCSE initiated what we 
intend to be an ongoing dialogue on 
how we can partner with each school 
not only during the grant period, but 
also afterwards as they continue their 
programs and commitments to serve our 
target students. We are delighted with 
the wonderful response, and we look 
forward to long and fruitful relationships 
with them.”

The 2017 recipients are:
Holy Redeemer School, Kensington 

(Montgomery County): Holy Redeemer 
is a new CCSE grantee school whose ral-
lying cry is “Go RED – Respect Everyone 
Daily!” The school will use its grant to 
fund a resource teacher and expand its 
existing inclusion program using a team 
approach and considering the total envi-
ronment of its students.

St. Louis School, Clarksville (Howard 
County): This grant will continue to assist 
the school in the second year of its St. 
Louis IX Program. The school welcomes 
back its two students from last year and 
will use its grant to support the salaries 
and benefits of its special educator and 
para-educators. St. Louis School is a 
leader in the Archdiocese of Baltimore 
for other schools considering implement-
ing programs for students with intellectual 
disabilities.

St. Mary of the Mills School, Laurel 
(Prince George’s County): St. Mary’s is 
a CCSE grantee school ready to educate 
several students with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities. St. Mary’s 
has a long history of inclusive education. 
Following several years of transitions, it 
is now looking forward to continuing that 
tradition which has become an integral 
part of the fabric of its community. 

The Academy of the Holy Cross, 
Kensington (Montgomery County): 
This grant will continue to help fund the 
salaries of the special education teachers 
serving the Moreau Options Program at 
the high school. The program, launched 
three years ago with CCSE’s support and 
embraced by the community, continues to 
expand and is educating 13 students this 
year.

Other Happenings - An Expanding Network 
by Kathy Dempsey

Yes, CCSE makes a splash a few times 
a year – Fall Fest, the newsletter, our 
Spring Benefit, the occasional papal visit 
– but CCSE remains active throughout the 
year and has been expanding its out-
reach over the last couple of years.

Holy Hour – Happy Hour
CCSE held its first Holy Hour-Happy 

Hour earlier this year to reach parents 
with children with disabilities and to 
provide them with spiritual and practical 
support. We began with prayer fol-
lowed by wine, cheese and conversation 
at St. John the Evangelist parish in Silver 
Spring. Friends old and new mingled and 
enjoyed Fr. Joseph Calis’ famous home-
made hummus. 

Inclusion Summit 
CCSE was a proud co-sponsor of the 

second Inclusion Summit, as an affiliate 
of the 2017 NCEA Convention held in 
St. Louis. With over 100 people in at-
tendance, the Summit brought together 
Catholic inclusion leaders from across the 
country. And there were so many who 
wanted to hear our stories and learn 
how to bring inclusive education to their 
diocese, their parish, their school.

Our co-sponsors were the National 

Catholic Board on Full Inclusion; FIRE 
Foundation from the Diocese of Kansas 
City/St.Joseph, Missouri; and One Class-
room from the Archdiocese of St. Louis, 
Missouri. So many new connections were 
made and it is clear that CCSE is at the 
forefront.  We will continue to work to 
expand the map of inclusive education.  
           continued on p. 5 

Guests at Holy Hour - Happy Hour mingle

Mary Brogan; Francesca Pellegrino;  
Lynn Hire, Executive Director, FIRE;  

Dr. Christie Bonfiglio, Executive Director, Program for 
Inclusive Education, University of Notre Dame;  

Peggy Van Dyke, FIRE Board of Directors

Assistant Principal of St. Mary of the Mills Tiffani James 
receives the grant award check from Francesca Pellegrino

In addition, CCSE has awarded a 
tuition assistance grant to Riley Weber 
who teaches math and language arts at 
St. Mark School in Catonsville (Balti-
more County) and who is a PRIDE (Pupils 
Receiving Inclusive Diversified Educa-
tion) program teacher. Weber is nearing 
completion of a Master of Arts in Leader-
ship in Special Education - Exceptionalities 
at Notre Dame of Maryland University.

Francesca Pellegrino welcomes Riley Weber and  
presents her with a tuition grant award



Fall Fest Celebrated with Friends 
by Riley Weber
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A pebble skips across the water, then 
settles and makes its mark.

Our actions don’t have to be grand to 
affect change and impact an organiza-
tion or a person or a family. Self-de-
scribed “chronic volunteer” Lyn McGann 
enjoys volunteering when she knows that 
“it is worthwhile.” 

We’re glad that Lyn has a long friend-
ship with Liz Baldini and has known Gina 
Baldini since Gina was born. For it is 
through Liz that Lyn came to volunteer 
at CCSE. And it was a simple ask. Liz 
ASKED Lyn if she would lend her exper-
tise to the spring benefit a few years 
ago. Lyn has been a key behind-the-
scenes volunteer ever since.

“As someone who has a heart for our 
mission with decades of communications, 
writing and editing experience, includ-
ing nonprofit and special events experi-
ence, Lyn serves as a trusted advisor and 
friend to me and to CCSE,” said CCSE 
founder Francesca Pellegrino.

Lyn’s main contributions to CCSE are 
writing, editing, and shepherding print 
materials to fruition, such as the gala 

Volunteer Spotlight 
on Lyn McGann
by Kathy Dempsey

Volunteer Spotlight is a regular feature  
highlighting an individual or family who has  

offered distinguished service to CCSE. 

programs and the new golf tournament 
brochure and golf signage. She also 
helps with day-of activities at the spring 
benefits.

“Lyn is an exemplary volunteer. Vol-
unteers make up CCSE’s backbone and 
their contributions mean more of CCSE’s 
funds can go directly to those who need 
them most – to our students with dis-
abilities and to the Catholic schools that 
serve them,” said Francesca.

 “We all have different capacities and 
different strengths. AND WE ALL HAVE 
A STRENGTH,” said Lyn. “There is great 
power and an extension of self” when 
one encounters a person with a special 
need.

Regarding that simple ask, Lyn said 
that “there is no downside to spending 
time and capacity with CCSE. Be ready 
and willing to say YES.  And I encourage 
people to raise their hands.”

Friend Helena Orrego between The Academy of the Holy 
Cross seniors Theresa Brogan and Samantha Copeland

The Rosewag family enjoying the sunny day

Family Photo

 Lyn with Gina

The 12th annual Fall Family Festival 
& Grant Awards Ceremony, commonly 
referred to as Fall Fest, brought many 
CCSE supporters together to celebrate 
acceptance and diversity in Catholic 
schools. This event, hosted by the  
Brogans, originated as an opportunity 
for families, educators and friends to 
gather in a welcoming atmosphere for 
an afternoon of fun activities and to 
honor grant recipients.

Before the Grant Awards Ceremony, 
attendees enjoyed delicious food, arts 
and crafts, a moon-bounce and swings - 
and excellent conversation. Friends, who 
get busy over the summer, get reac-
quainted at the Fall Fest picnic and see 
how the children have grown.

From high school seniors to kinder-
garteners, parents at the Fall Fest 
were happy and feeling positive about 
their children’s educational possibili-
ties. Andrew Shute is a kindergartener 
at St. Mary of the Mills who also has 
Down syndrome. His mom, Bridget, said 
that “CCSE is helping our school fulfill 
its mission by providing students with 
the support necessary so they can fully 
engage in all aspects of our parish and 
school community: social, spiritual, and 
academic.”

At the Grant Awards Ceremony, school 
administrators and teachers from current 
and former grantee schools brought an 
energy of excitement as they launch 
and solidify inclusive programs in their 
schools. Colleen Ryan, Principal of Holy 
Redeemer School in Kensington, thanked 
CCSE for the grant that will allow Holy 
Redeemer to “open our doors a little bit 
wider.” 

St. Louis School Principal Terry Weiss 
remarked that “the presence of students 
with diverse learning needs helps every-
one grow in their faith.” 

Each of these testimonies champions 
the mission of CCSE as well as the pur-
pose of the annual Fall Festival. As the 
CCSE community expands, Fall Fest will 
continue to serve as a gathering to rec-
ognize the success of schools who believe 
in the ability of each and every child.

At the picnic, children of all ages and 
abilities feel free to be themselves and 
have a little fun. It was a joy seeing how 
friendly and accepting all the children 
were as they played together and met 
new people. Embracing those who are 
different from you starts at a young age 
– how wonderful to see the next genera-
tion with such positive values!

The Academy of the Holy Cross is 
always well-represented at the Fall Fest 
and this year they came to celebrate 
a milestone for their Moreau Options 
Program which began in 2014. “Two of 
our Moreau pioneers are now enjoying 
their senior year” said Katy Prebble, The 
Academy of the Holy Cross President. 
Congratulations to Theresa Brogan and 
Samantha Copeland!
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When Bridget and Jim Shute’s son 
Andrew was born with Down syndrome, 
their journey as a family of faith took on 
new meaning. Jim rushed to the NICU to 
be with his son. Bridget prayed and said, 
“I know this is what I was always meant 
to do.” 

Bridget and Jim were committed to 
educating all their children in Catholic 
schools. When Andrew was a baby, 
Bridget reached out to CCSE. She quickly 
became involved, knowing that CCSE 
could help make a Catholic education 
possible for Andrew. The CCSE net-
work advised and supported the family 
through their 
early journey 
in a way that 
only other 
parents of 
children with 
disabilities 
can.

The parish 
community 
of St. Mary 
of the Mills 
in Laurel 
welcomed 

Andrew into their lives and hearts. An-
drew’s friendly, feisty personality made 
people realize how his uniqueness added 
value to and benefited their community. 
Andrew’s older brother William enrolled 
in St. Mary of the Mills School, and 
the family expected that Andrew and 
younger sister Cecelia would soon follow.

And so it was. Andrew’s first year 
was not without its challenges. Knowing 
he’d repeat kindergarten, his first year 
focused on adjusting to school, and he 
attended partial days. He was more than 
capable of learning; he just needed a 
different path. Andrew’s teacher created 
special learning tools for him. He loves 
music, so the school’s music teacher gave 
him one-on-one lessons. The family and 
school learned together and figured out 
how to make inclusion successful for both 
Andrew and his classmates.

This year, six-year-old Andrew is 
attending full-day kindergarten at St. 
Mary of the Mills School. Without fund-
ing and technical assistance from CCSE, 
the school would have been hard pressed 
to accept Andrew and another child with 
special needs. Thanks to CCSE, Andrew, 
like the other students in his class, is learn-

We Walk by Faith by Michelle Gentry

Andrew and classmates

Photo by St. Mary of  the Mills

ing to read, and already has memorized 
three levels of sight words!

Andrew’s parents call their journey a 
walk of faith. Just as parents are led 
on unexpected journeys when they are 
graced with a child with a disability, 
likewise educators and administrators 
are challenged and enriched when they 
include children with disabilities in their 
classrooms. It is imperative to the Shutes 
that all their children are raised in the 
faith, go to Catholic schools, and prepare 
for a career that helps others. They credit 
their own faith, community, and CCSE for 
making this possible for Andrew.

Other Happenings 
continued from p. 3

On a side note – 
Congratulations 
to Teacher Nicole 
Hayes

St. Philip the 
Apostle School 
teacher Nicole 
Hayes is one of 
the Archdiocese 
of Washington 
Golden Apple 

Award recipients 2016-2017. Not only 
does Nicole teach first grade, she also 
is one of the lead teachers for several 
students with special needs. 

In 2016 St. Philip the Apostle in Camp 
Springs received a CCSE grant to help 
fund salaries and expand the school’s 
already existing inclusion program. Addi-
tionally, in 2011, Mary Hay, currently the 
head of the school’s Student Assistance 
Team, received a CCSE Teacher Tuition 
Assistance grant for graduate studies in 
special education.

all scores rise with the addition of spe-
cial needs children! More than that, it 
helps all students grow in compassion for 
others. The inclusion of special needs kids 
is simply more Catholic! 

“We as a Church have a moral 
imperative to include these young 
people—they are a special gift to us. 
We are happy to be a funding partner 
of CCSE’s ‘Believe In Me’ program. The 
majority of Catholic teachers wants spe-
cial needs students in their classroom, but 
feel ill prepared. We believe this pro-
gram will help remove a major obstacle 
towards including all kids in the Catholic 
classrooms,” said Shanks.

CCSE Founder and President,  
Francesca Pellegrino, said “Our hope 
is that Catholic school leaders, espe-
cially in the Archdioceses of Baltimore 
and Washington, will find the Guiding 
Principles publication an inspiration and 
that they will want to take advantage of 
these new and exciting professional de-
velopment opportunities. Catholic social 

teaching leads the way to embracing 
inclusion as a means of truly fulfilling a 
school’s Catholic mission.”

CCSE is here to support Catholic 
schools during their inclusion journey and 
will be working with the Archdioceses of 
Baltimore and Washington and with the 
OSV Institute. Catholic school administra-
tors are encouraged to contact CCSE 
as they embark or expand upon this 
journey to serve all our children.

OSV Grant  
continued from p. 1

Bring an Old Policy Back to Life!
If you have a life insurance policy 
that is no longer needed for its 
original purpose, you can use it to:
• Support the Catholic Coalition 

for Special Education, and

• You may be able to take a tax 
deduction for its value!

 Andrew with Mom Bridget

Family Photo



2017 Spring Benefit: We’re All in This Together 
continued from p. 1
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Alex Pellegrino with Professional Advisory Board 
Member Madeleine Will

Photo by Nick Stone

Gala Event Committee stops for a quick photo
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Receive CCSE Updates - 
Don’t miss breaking news updates,  

tips and fun developments. 

Send us your email address to be 
added to our e-letter.

info@ccse-maryland.org 

Photo by Nick Stone

Rev. Kevin Regan with Bishop McNamara  
High School representatives

Photo by Nick Stone

Mgsr. John Enzler and Francesca Pellegrino  
with John Walters

individuals who have gone above and 
beyond. Carin Collins, former long-time 
member of the CCSE Board of Directors, 
who tirelessly advocated for inclusion 
in Catholic schools even before CCSE 
was formed, was named CCSE’s first 
Honorary Board Member. In addition, 
Dorothy Shetterly was honored as the 
first recipient of the CCSE Outstanding 
Service Award. In recognition of her 
overwhelming generosity, her grandson, 
Scotty Lesmes, escorted her to the stage 
and helped to present her with a crystal 
vase.

Mrs. Terry Weiss, principal of St. Louis 
School in Clarksville, shared the story 
of her school’s journey to serve two new 
students with intellectual disabilities. She 
expects when it is time to retire, she will 
look back on beginning this program 
as one of her most important deci-
sions as principal. Mrs. Weiss said that 
“We could not have done this without 
the help of CCSE.” And with that, the 
generous crowd responded to the call 
to ‘raise their paddles’ to continue the 
work of serving all of God’s children in 
our Catholic schools!

As delighted as we were to visit with 
so many of our regular supporters and 
to see the vigorous bidding on items like 

Hamilton tickets, trips to Santa Fe, Beaver 
Creek and The Ritz-Carlton, Naples, we 
were equally pleased to spot some new 
faces in the crowd. Monsignor Kevin 
Hart, Interim Secretary of Education for 
the Archdiocese of Washington; Pam 
Bernards, from the National Catholic 
Educational Association; Catherine 
Seltzner, EWTN reporter; and Stephanie 

Smith Lee, instrumental in the creation 
of both the Options Program at Paul VI 
High School in Fairfax, VA and the LIFE 
Program at George Mason University 
were all first-time guests. Here’s hoping 
they – and YOU – have marked March 
9th, 2018 to join us at our 13th Spring 
Benefit!

Photo by Nick Stone

Golf Committee Members Dave Bausch and  
Roger Brown with Joe Vitak Antony Archeval holds son

Photo by Nick Stone

Delaney Dunigan with Wally and Patrick Kamfolt

Photo by Nick Stone

Maddie Guay and Lucy Collins own the night

Photo by Nick Stone

CCSE Board Members Patrick Murphy 
and Christine Nawrot

Photo by Nick Stone
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Inaugural Classic Golf Tournament 
by Frank Pellegrino, Golf Committee Chair

Since our deadline for this newsletter 
was before the date of our Inaugural 
Believe In Me! Classic Golf Tournament, 
we can only project that the event was 
a great success and that everyone had 
a great time. The tournament is CCSE’s 
latest effort to expand our capacity 
to meet the increasing demand from 
schools and family. What we can say 
with certainty is that in our first year, we 
exceeded our sponsorship goal, which 
assures that we will exceed our revenue 
target from this event.  We are truly 
humbled by the outpouring of support. 
What we also know is that Worthington 

A special thank you to our Inaugural Believe in Me! Golf Classic  
Major Sponsors and Supporters:

Manor Golf Club is an outstanding golf 
course and provided a challenging ven-
ue for those who attended and played 
in the event. Please check our website 
and e-letter for more information and to 
see photos from the event.

Finally, special thanks are due to our 
fabulous Golf Tournament Committee: 

– Dave Bausch 
– Roger Brown, Jr. 
– Greg Cannito
– Christine Nawrot
– Mary Brogan
– Anna Vitak
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Save the Date!
2018 Spring Benefit 

Friday, March 9, 2018
Embassy of Italy

Your table awaits!

Become a sponsor  
for 2018!

CCSE thanks its  
2017 Spring Benefit  

Key Sponsors:
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Steve and Mary Brogan 
Fernand and Lisa Lavallee
Bill and Mary Noel Page


